New Mexico

Michelle Lujan Grisham
Governor
Jeffrey S. Landers
Chairman

Board

March 13, 2020

Via U.S. Mail and Email

Re: Public Health Emergency Order to Limit Mass Gatherings Due to COVID-19
Dear Bingo and Gaming Licensees:

As you are aware, there is a statewide public health emergency which has resulted in statewide
school closures for three weeks and other measures due to the emergence of the COVID-19 virus
in New Mexico.

At a minimum, you are advised to not allow more than 100 persons to gather at your
organizations’ premises, including bingo occasions and any other events as well as normal
operations involving gaming activities. This is per the Emergency Order of the Department of
Health Cabinet Secretary, which is attached for your review. It should also be noted that this
gathering limit also applies to your organization’s other functions or operations, whether or not
gaming activity is taking place.

Your organization, in an abundance of caution, may choose to suspend bingo and gaming
activities altogether. In this case, please notify the Board via email or fax of the cessation of
bingo or gaming operations and submit the appropriate forms as applicable in the Board Rules
and Minimum Internal Controls.

The Governor has issued an Executive Order declaring a public health emergency. The Board
requests that you keep apprised of additional directives from the Governor and the Cabinet
Secretary of the Department of Health and federal authorities regarding these matters. Also,
please feel free to contact me at (505) 841-9700 or Cynthia.Ortega@state.nm.us if you have any
questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

Cyhnthia M. Ortega-Armijo, Acting Executive Director
Attachments:

Public Health Order from Department of Health Secretary, March 12, 2020
Governor Lujan-Grisham’s Executive Order re Public Health Emergency, March 11, 2020

cc: Enforcement Division, Licensing Division, Audit Division, Legal Division

4900 Alameda Blvd. NE, Albuquerque, NM 87113
Phone 505.841.9700 Fax 505.841.9725



NEW MEXICO

MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM DEPARTMENT OF KATHYLEEN M. KUNKEL
GOVERNOR H anﬁ CABINET SECRETARY
PUBLIC HEALTH ORDER

NEW MEXICO DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
CABINET SECRETARY KATHYLEEN M. KUNKEL

MARCH 12, 2020

Public Health Emergency Order to
Limit Mass Gatherings Due to COVID-19

WHEREAS, on January 30, 2020, the World Health Organization (WHO) announced the
emergence of a novel Coronavirus Disease 2019 (referred to as “COVID-19”) that had not
previously circulated in humans, but has been found to have adapted to humans such that it is
contagious and easily spread from one person to another and one country to another;

WHEREAS, on January 31, 2020, the United States Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) Secretary declared a public health emergency as a precautionary tool to facilitate
preparation and availability of resources to assure that the federal government had appropriate
resources to combat the spread of the COVID-19 virus in our nation through its support of state
and community-led preparedness and response efforts;

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020, the New Mexico Department of Health confirmed four
(4) cases of individuals infected with COVID-19 in New Mexico;

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020, Michelle Lujan Grisham, the Governor of the State of
New Mexico, declared in Executive Order 2020-004 (“EO 2020-004”) that a Public Health
Emergency exists in New Mexico under the Public Health Emergency Response Act, and invoked
the All Hazards Emergency Management Act by directing all cabinets, departments and agencies
to comply with the directives of the declaration and the further instructions of the Department of
Health;

WHEREAS, the further spread of COVID-19 in the State of New Mexico poses a threat
to the health, safety, wellbeing and property of the residents in the State due to, among other things,
illness from the COVID-19, illness-related absenteeism from employment (particularly among
public safety and law enforcement personnel and persons engaged in activities and businesses
critical to the economy and infrastructure of the State), and potential closures of schools or other
places of public gathering; and

WHEREAS, the New Mexico Department of Health possesses legal authority pursuant to
the Public Health Act, NMSA 1978, Sections 24-1-1 to -40, the Public Health Emergency
Response Act, NMSA 1978, Sections 12-10A-1 to -10, the Department of Health Act, NMSA
1978, Sections 9-7-1 to -18, the authority granted in EO 2020-004, and in any inherent
constitutional police powers of the New Mexico state government, to preserve and promote public
health and safety, to adopt isolation and quarantine, and to close public places and forbid
gatherings of people when deemed necessary by the Department for the protection of public health.
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, Kathyleen M. Kunkel, Cabinet Secretary of the New Mexico
Department of Health, in accordance with the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the
Laws of the State of New Mexico, do hereby declare the current outbreak of COVID-19 a condition
of public health importance as defined in the New Mexico Public Health Act, NMSA 1978, Section
24-1-2(A) as an infection, a disease, a syndrome, a symptom, an injury or other threat that is
identifiable on an individual or community level and can reasonably be expected to lead to adverse
health effects in the community, and that poses an imminent threat of substantial harm to the
population of New Mexico.

The following definitions are adopted for the purposes of this Order:

Definitions: As used in this Public Health Order, the following terms shall have the
meaning given to them, except where the context clearly requires otherwise:

(1)  “Businesses” and “typical office environments” includes organizations,
governmental organizations, political subdivisions, or other entities engaged in commercial,
industrial, or professional activities.

(2)  “Condition of public health importance” means an infection, a disease, a
syndrome, a symptom, an injury or other threat that is identifiable on an individual or
community level and can reasonably be expected to lead to adverse health effects in the
community,

(3)  “Disease” means an illness, including those caused by infectious agents or

their toxic products which may be transmitted to a susceptible host.

4) “Individuals” means natural persons.

(5)  “Gathering” means any grouping together of individuals in a single
connected location,

(6)  “Mass gathering” means any public or private gathering that brings together
one hundred (100) or more individuals in a single room or connected space in close proximity to
one another, such as an auditorium, stadium, arena, large conference room, meeting hall, theaters,
or any other confined indoor or outdoor space, but does not include normal operations at airports,
on other forms of transit, shopping malls, or other spaces where 100 or more individuals may be
in transit. “Mass gathering” does not include family gatherings such as weddings or funerals,
shelters, retail stores or grocery stores, typical office environments, businesses, courthouses,
restaurants and bars, correctional and detention facilities, schools and educational institutions,
hospitals, clinics, nursing homes, and other health care and congregate care facilities, and places
of worship operating during “normal business hours”.

(7)  “Normal business hours” means the normal workday or typical time of
operation for a “business” or “typical office environment”.

(8)  “Secretary” or “Secretary of Health” means the Cabinet Secretary of the
Department of Health.

I DIRECT that all Mass Gatherings are hereby prohibited under the powers and authority
set forth in the New Mexico Public Health Act, and all regulations promulgated pursuant thereto.

I FURTHER DIRECT as follows:



(1) This Order shall be broadly disseminated in English, Spanish and other appropriate
languages to the citizens of the State of New Mexico.

(2) This Order declaring restrictions based upon the existence of a condition of public health
importance shall not abrogate any disease-reporting requirements set forth in the New
Mexico Public Health Act.

(3) This Order shall remain in effect for the duration of Executive Order 2020-004. This Order
may be renewed consistent with any direction from the Governor.

I FURTHER ADVISE the public to take the following preventive precautions:

- Avoid close contact with people who are sick.

- Take everyday preventive actions.

- Clean your hands often.

- Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after blowing
your nose, coughing, or sneezing, or having been in a public place.

- If soap and water are not available, use a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol.

- To the extent possible, avoid touching high-touch surfaces in public places — elevator
buttons, door handles, handrails, handshaking with people, etc. Use a tissue or your sleeve
to cover your hand or finger if you must touch something.

- Wash your hands after touching surfaces in public places.

- Avoid touching your face, nose, eyes, etc.

- Clean and disinfect your home to remove germs: practice routine cleaning of frequently
touched surfaces (for example: tables, doorknobs, light switches, handles, desks, toilets,
faucets, sinks & cell phones).

- Avoid crowds, especially in poorly ventilated spaces. Your risk of exposure to respiratory
viruses like COVID-19 may increase in crowded, closed-in settings with little air
circulation if there are people in the crowd who are sick.

- Avoid all non-essential travel including plane trips and cruise ships.

THIS ORDER supersedes any other previous orders, proclamations, or directives in
conflict. This Order shall take effect immediately and shall remain in effect until otherwise
rescinded.

ATTEST: DONE AT THE EXECUTIVE OFFICE
THIS 12TH DAY OF MARCH 2020

WITNESS MY HAND AND THE GREAT
MAGGIE TOULOUSE OLIVER SEAL OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO
SECRETARY OF STATE

M.
OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH




State of New Mexico

Michelle Lujan Grisham

Governor
EXECUTIVE ORDER 2020-004
ORDER DECLARING A STATE OF PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY AND
INVOKING THE POWERS PROVIDED BY THE ALL HAZARD EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT ACT AND THE EMERGENCY LICENSING ACT

On December 31, 2019, several cases of pneumonia with an unknown cause were detected
in Wuhan City, Hubei Province, China and reported to the World Health Organization. The
underlying virus giving tise to those reported instances of respiratory illness was later identified
as a novel coronavirus disease named COVID-19.

Since it was first identified and reported, COVID-19 has spread globally. Over 100
countries have confirmed cases of COVID-19 and more than 100,000 people have been infected.

The incidence of COVID-19 within the United States has similarly increased. The first
domestic report of COVID-19 occurred on January 21, 2020, in Washington State. To date, there
have been more than 1,000 reported domestic cases of COVID-19 in 39 states.

Several public health organizations have implemented emergency measures intended to
slow the spread of the disease. For example, on January 20, 2020, the United States Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention activated its Emergency Operations Center in response to the
COVID-19 outbreak. The WHO similarly declared a Public Health Emergency of International

Concern shortly thereafter. At least twelve of our sister states, including California, Colorado,

Florida, Kentucky, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Oregon,
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Utah, and Washington, have also implemented emergency protocols intended to mitigate the
transmission of COVID-19.

My administration has been proactive in its approach to the COVID-19 epidemic. Over
the last several weeks, I have been in direct and frequent contact with officials overseeing the
federal résponse to the COVID-19 outbreak. Further, my office has worked with the New Mexico
Secretary of Health and other State emergency services to develop plans to provide a swift and
effective response when the inevitability of COVID-19 in New Mexico ultimately materialized.

On March 11, 2020, the first confirmed cases of COVID-19 were reported in New Mexico.
For this reason, it is necessary for all branches of State government to take immediate action to
minimize the spread of COVID-19 and to minimize the attendant physical and economic harms.

THEREFORE, for the reasons addressed above, I, Michelle Lujan Grisham, Governor of
the State of New Mexico, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws
of the State of New Mexico, do hereby ORDER and DIRECT:

1, I hereby invoke and exercise all powers vested in my office under the All Hazard
Emergency Management Act, NMSA 1978, §§ 12—10-1 through 12-10-10. All branches of State
government shall cooperate with federal authorities, other states, and private agencies to provide
resources and services necessary to minimize physical and economic harm and assist in the
provision of lodging, shelter, health care, food, transportation, or shipping necessary to protect
lives or public property. Further, all political subdivisions within New Mexico shall adhere to
Section 12-10-10, which mandates compliance with and enforcement of this Order.

2. I further proclaim a public health emergency in accordance with NMSA 1978, 12-
10A-5 of the Public Health Emergency Response Act. This proclamation is necessary to minimize

the spread and adverse impacts of the COVID-19 in our State. All political subdivisions and
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geographic areas within the State of New Mexico are affected by the COVID-19 outbreak and, to
the extent permitted by law, they are subject to the provisions of this Order. The temporal scope
of this emergency is for a period of 30 days and shall remain in effect until further notice. If
necessary, after consultation with the Department of Health Secretary, this Order will be renewed
and extended. See NMSA 1978, § 12-10A-5 (2003). All public health officials, including those
employed by the Department of Health, Human Services Department, and Aging and Long-Term
Service Department, are required to assist in the implementation of this Order.

3. The Department of Health and the Department of Homeland Security and
Emergency Management shall collaborate to provide an effective and coordinated response to this
public health emergency and shall consult with my office regarding all matiers germane to this
Order.

4, All cabinets, departments, and agencies shall comply with the directives in this
Order and any instruction given by the Department of Health.

5. Pursuant to NMSA 1978, § 13-1-127 (2019), 1 direct the General Services
Department Secretary and the Department of Finance and Administration to assist in the
emergency purchase of all goods and services necessary to contain, respond, and mitigate the
spread of COVID-19 in New Mexico.

6. The Department of Health and the Department of Homeland Security and
Emergency Management shall credential out-of-state professionals who can render aid and
necessary services during the pendency of this Order. NMSA 1978, §§ 12-10-10.1 through 12-
10-13. (2007).

7. The Office of the Superintendent of Insurance shall promulgate emergency

regulations maximizing the available insurance coverage for New Mexicans suffering from
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‘COVID-19, pneumonia, or influenza, while simultaneously ensuring that medical costs do not
create barriers to testing and treatment,

8. The Secretary of the New Mexico Department of Workforce Solutions shall adopt
such emergency rules, regulations, or declarations as necessary to ensure that individuals who are
experiencing a temporary lay-off or furlough status due to forced absences from work because of

.COVID-19 are eligible to receive unemployment benefits. I direct the Department of Workforce
Solutions Secretary to ‘promulgate emergency rules allowing temporary waivers of claims

* requirements for affected individuals under NMSA 1978, Section 51-1-5(A)(2) & (3) and any
other relevant provisions of law. The emergency waiver provisions should be similar to those
already provided by 11.3.300.320(E) & (F) NMAC.

9. I direct the Adjutant General to order into service any elements of the New Mexico
National Guard that may be needed to support to civil authorities in response to this public

_emergency. Such assistance shall be providéd during the pendency. of this Order at the discretion
of the Governor. NMSA 1978, §§ 20-1-1 through 20-1-8; NMSA 1978, §§ 20-4-1- through 20-4-
14.

10.  In accordance with NMSA 1978, §§ 12-11-23 through 12-11-25 and § 12-10-
4(B)(3), the Department of Finance and Administration shall make available emergency financial
reseurces on a continuing basis as necessary to address this emergency to the Department of
‘Health. NMSA 1978, § 12-11-25 (2005). The funds shall be expended to protect the public health,

- safety, and welfare; to provide those resources and services necessary to avoid or minimize
economic or physical harm on a temporary, emergency basis. The funds shall be paid out only in
an amount specified by warrants drawn by the Secretary of the Department of Finance and

Administration upon vouchers approved by the Govemor or the Department of Health.
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[1.  This Order may be supplemented or amended.
THIS ORDER supersedes any other previous orders, proclamations, or directives in
conflict. This Executive Order shall take effect immediately and shall remain in effect until the

Governor rescinds it.

ATTEST: DONE AT THE EXECUTIVE OFFICE

. . THIS 11TH DAY OF MARCH 2020
%’d?)“‘ Tdreer O

WITNESS MY HAND AND THE GREAT

MAGGIE TOULOUSE OLIVER SEAL OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO
SECRETARY OF STATE

MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM

GOVERNOR
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